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We're back! 

 
Dear Church Family, 
 
Though we never stopped being the church, the Coronavirus prevented us from "having 
church ".  Our drive-up services on Easter and Mother's Day were great, but not being able to 
speak easily to each other, or even see one another clearly, left a lot to be desired. 
 
On May 17th, churches in Virginia were once again allowed to meet in their facilities, 
providing the church meet a number of onerous conditions.  We could meet them, and we 
would meet them, if that was our only choice.  But thankfully, God blessed us with a beautiful 
outdoor venue that is much more conducive to distancing, and with so much space, there is no 
need to limit attendance.  Additionally, for those who need or prefer it, the drive-up option is 
still available! 
 
As I write this, we've already had our first service there.  It was a memorable day!  My heart 
soared as I watched families making their way up the hill, carrying blankets and lawn chairs, 
with children in tow.  (The new state guidelines suggest that people not bring their children to 
church!) 
 
We worshiped!  In thanksgiving, in song, by giving, in prayer, and as we focused on God's 
truth.  What a day it was!  There was great joy in the midst of our Father's family!  For those 
who were not able to join us in person, Caleb still had the podcast posted well before noon. 
 
With what I know, understand, and anticipate at the time of this writing, it looks like this will 
be our new format until something prompts us to change it.  There is usually a breeze on that 
hill.  We have ceiling fans in the pavilion, and the shade trees that kept the old farmhouse that 
was there cool are still there to shade us. 
 
God is good! 
See you on Sunday, 
Pastor Jeff 
 
 

http://www.winnsbc.org/


 

 

 
 

 
 
 

John Wesley & Jackson Lee Carneal, 
identical twins, born April 24th, 2020 
to Willie and Ashley Carneal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Daniel Reid Clark, born May 12th, 2020 to Austin 
and Julia Clark 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

Good Morning Church, Family, & Friends: 
 
Here we are halfway through May and things are for the most part still restricted. It was nice to have 
our first outdoor service yesterday across the street in the field though. It was nice to see people 
outside of their cars for the first time in a few months. I personally have concluded that Covid-19 is a 
concern for various demographics, but our national media and blue state governments are inflating 
the risks in order to sow fear. I think they rather enjoy their nanny state control that they are wielding 
right now, and more than that – they want to damage the economy in order to foster greater 
dependence of themselves as some kind of political/economic saviors. They also want to take away the 
strongest benefit that President Trump enjoys for his re-election potential: a strong economy for 
everyone. There is a concerted effort to demoralize the population and create a rift in the electorate in 
hopes of stopping the most conservative judges being appointed for a lifetime that has been going on 
the past year or so. The statists are fearing that they will lose their monopoly on the Judiciary, and 
that fear is warranted!  
 
That being said, we need to make sure that we are wise with personal hygiene and protect the most 
vulnerable, but DO NOT accepted the line of thinking that there is a “new normal”! That is 
conditioning to get us to accept further encroachments on our personal liberties! I was wearing a 
mask and gloves up to a month ago and I kept the mask up until a week ago, but the fear-mongering 
on the TV has caused our great nation’s economy to nearly be completely shuttered and secondary 
consequences are already causing great problems. I no longer wear a mask because I keep my distance 
and only go to the store every week or so, therefore from the research I have read, my exposure is too 
small to contract Covid-19 with these very brief exposures. I do still use hand sanitizer after and am 
very careful. The one thing that I do still genuinely believe is a risk that I personally am not willing to 
take is to sit down in a restaurant. The closed space for the length of time it takes to eat and socialize 
is too great of an exposure in my opinion, based on research that I have read. The same would be true 
for holding worship in sanctuary combined with singing, due to the closed space with forceful 
breathing. Other than that – I am back to business as usual. I am hopeful that it will calm down for 
the summer. It will most likely return this fall/winter, which is concerning, but we cannot stop living 
our lives because of this or anything else. Just pray for God’s protection over you and your family and 
wash your hands often and refrain from touching your face. They are supposedly working on a vaccine 
that is being rushed. I will not be taking that vaccine. Rushed vaccines are not my cup of tea. 
 
So, let me ask you a few questions: 1.) What have you learned from this pandemic in the area of 
personal preparedness? 2.) What supplies did you lack that you wished you had? 3.) How many of you 
are considering homeschooling your children at least temporarily in order to assure they do not fall 
behind in their education? 4.) How has your faith been impacted by all this? Is it stronger or have you 
drifted? 
 
We need to pray and keep our eyes upon Jesus and depend on Him each and every day. We need to 
vote biblical values as well. But do not lose perspective – the economy is not our savior, and neither is 
President Trump. Not that I think any of you would think that anyway, but I want us to keep our eyes 
on Jesus and pray for His will to be done and for us to remain in His Word daily so that we can 
experience His peace and joy and not anxiety and uncertainty. If God wills that President Trump gets 
a 2nd term – things will greatly improve and our liberties will be more secure, but if he does not win – 
expect things to change very rapidly. That is when you better be grounded in faith and hold firm to the 
anchor of our souls. God will still be in charge either way. Keep the faith brothers and sisters! 
 
Grace & Peace, 
Pastor Doug 



 

 

Women’s Ministry 
 
Are you exhausted trying to keep everything under control because you fear God won’t come through? 
 

“When hard times come and it seems God is deviating from the plan, we assume our life should follow, we’re 

much more likely to want to tame God, not trust Him. It’s then that we begin to press into our own ways and 

our own timing. No human can carry the weight of being their own god, but so many of us try.” 
 

Join us this summer as Emilie Smithwick leads us through LysaTerKeurst’s bible study, Trustworthy – 
Overcoming Our Greatest Struggles to Trust God.   Lysa will teach us through personal struggles and 

scriptures how to truly trust God.  

 

    Through this study of 1 and 2 Kings, you’ll learn to: 

* Loosen the grip of trying to control people and circumstances in your life by 

taking steps today to truly rely on God. 

* Identify your own trust issues with God and how to overcome them by 

unpacking pivotal, relevant life lessons from the kings of the Old Testament. 

* Find relief from fear or doubt about how things will turn out with 10 scriptural 

truths you can declare over your situation right now. 

 
 

This 6-week study will be on Wednesday nights, starting on June 10th, 6:30pm at the 
pavilion.  Lead by Emily Smithwick. 
 

Please sign up for class using this link 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040a4aadaa29a2ff2-trustworthy   
 

Purchase your book soon to avoid shipping issues (there will not be any books for sale at class). 

Amazon:  https://amzn.to/2AqxKCx 

Lifeway:   https://www.lifeway.com/en/product/trustworthy-bible-study-book-P005804019 

 

If financial assistance is needed please reach out. 

Questions?  Contact Rachel Madison: winnswomen@yahoo.com OR 804-307-1711 
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Biographical Sketches of Winn’s Pastors 
By Rev. Thomas C. Lacy, Historian 
  

As acknowledged from time to time, in posting these monthly write-ups, Yours Truly, has mentioned 
a personal connection with several former Winn’s pastors. Although these biographical sketches are 
taken from The Mysteries In The History of Winn’s Baptist Church, published in 2005, for these 
“postings” a Google Search is done to see if any new information has surfaced regarding each former 
minister.  
  
As I re-read his obituary, and noted his funeral service was held at Tomahawk Baptist Church, I 
realized a personal connection, so to speak, with Rev. Thornton, Jr. Immediately below the Google 
Listing of Rev. Thornton, Jr. was the obituary of his son, Rev. Thornton, III, who died Wednesday, 
June 24, 2009. 
  
I recalled I had performed a wedding ceremony at Tomahawk Baptist Church.  
  
Curiosity sent me to my Weddings Performed file folder, and the following was brought to my 
remembrance:   
  
The Wedding Ceremony of Kelli _____ and Brian _____ October 15, 2005  
Welcome by:  Rev. Clay Thornton 
Wedding Vows:  Rev. Thomas Lacy 
  
Obituaries of Father and Son: 
 
Rev. Edwin Clayton Thornton, Jr., 88, of Midlothian, went to be with the Lord on Friday, March 25, 
2005. He is survived by his beloved wife, of 61 years, Eleanor Adams Thornton; daughter, Kathy 
Beery, sons and daughters-in-law, Clay Astra Thornton, Bill and Carolyn Thornton, Jim, and Kathy 
Thornton; brother James S. Thornton; eight grandchildren and six great-grandchildren. Rev. 
Thornton served the Lord with over 45 years as an active Baptist minister for numerous churches in 
Virginia, including serving at Winn’s and Hunton Baptist Churches in Glen Allen. He retired from 
Beaverdam Baptist Church in Franklin, Va., after 32 years. Interment services will be held 2 p.m. 
Monday at the Briggs Cemetery in Emporia, Va. The family will gather following the burial at the 
family homestead, “The Village View.” A memorial service for Rev. Thornton will be held 3 p.m. 
Tuesday at Tomahawk Baptist Church. The family will also receive friends from 2 to 4 p.m. Saturday, 
April 2, 2005 at the Beaverdam Baptist Church in Franklin, Va. In lieu of flowers, the family suggests 
that contributions be made to the Building Fund at Tomahawk Baptist Church, 12920 Hull Street 
Road, Midlothian, VA 23112.  
 

Thornton, Rev. Edwin Clayton, III, 62, Of Chesterfield Went To Be With The Lord On Wednesday, 
June 24, 2009. He Was Preceded In Death By His Father, Rev. Edwin C. Thornton, Jr. He Is Survived 
By His Wife, Astra S. Thornton; Sons, Kevin Daniel Thornton And His Wife, Heather, And Andrew 
Morgan Thornton; His Mother, Eleanor Thornton; Sister, Kathy Beery; Brothers, Bill And Jim 
Thornton; Grandsons, Samuel Garrett Thornton, Nicholas Alexander Thornton And Jackson Thomas 
Thornton. Clay Has Served As Pastor Of Tomahawk Baptist Since May 12, 1975. The Family Will 
Receive Friends From 4 To 7 PM Saturday, June 27, 2009 At Tomahawk Baptist Church, 12920 Hull 
Street Road. Funeral Services Will Be Held At 3 PM Sunday at the Church. Interment To Follow In 
The Church Cemetery. In Lieu Of Flowers, The Family Suggests That Memorial Contributions Be 
Made To Tomahawk Baptist Church, 12920 Hull Street Rd., Midlothian, Va. 23112 In Memory Of 
Clay. Please Have Floral Offerings Delivered To The Church. 



 

 

Set Apart Student Worship Team 
"High School" Seniors 

 
“And you shall be holy to me, for I the Lord am holy, and I have set you apart 

from the peoples, that you should be mine.” Leviticus 20:26 

 
Michael Adam Bigman has served in Set Apart for four 
years.  He will graduate from Patrick Henry High School and 
plans to get a job in the HVAC industry.  Congratulations 
Michael on your new journey!  You're an awesome young 
man! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Gwenyth Leah Farley has served in Masterpiece Kids and Set Apart.  She 
will graduate from Hanover High School.  Gwen will be attending 
Christopher Newport University in the fall majoring in Neuroscience & 
Biology with a pre-med track.  She will also be minoring in Leadership as a 
part of the Presidential Leadership Program.   
Congratulations Gwen on your new journey!!  You're one courageous young 
lady! 

 
 
 
 
 
Lydia Michelle Klaiber has served in all three choirs; Little Lambs, Masterpiece 
Kids and Set Apart.  Lydia will graduate from Landmark Christian School.  She 
plans to pursue a career in nursing.   
Congratulations Lydia on your new journey!!  You're so vivacious! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lauren Elizabeth Klima has served in Set Apart for six years.  She will be 

graduating from Klima Academy.  Lauren plans to become a Certified Personal 

Trainer as a first step in a career in Physical Fitness and Nutrition.  

Congratulations Lauren on your new journey!!  You are such a creative young 

lady! 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calling all Sparks and T&T Clubbers!! 
 

Were you unable to finish your handbook due to social distancing? 
 

The AWANA Ministry Team would like to help you accomplish that goal.  We would be available for 
“Facetime”, Zoom chat or a car visit at the church to recite and discuss verses.  This is of course 
uncharted territory for us, and we would ask for patience and grace as we figure it out. 
 
If you would be interested in one of these opportunities, please contact one of the following leaders. 
 
Dana Osborne     dosborne@winnsbc.org     804-347-5229 
 
Sandy Hahn     shahn@winnsbc.org              804-357-8741 
 
Stacy Wajciechowski     swojo@winnsbc.org      804-305-0716 
 
Emily Hahn     ehahn1996@gmail.com    804-357-9222 
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