
 

 

Winns’ Messenger 
Published for Members and Friends of Winn’s Baptist Church 

12320 Winns Church Road, Glen Allen, VA 23059 
Phone: (804) 798.5512 ● Fax: (804) 752.2401 ● 

Web:  www.winnsbc.org 

 
July 2020

 

 

Dear Church Family, 
 
As we approach the 244th birthday of our nation and our church, we do so with a broad 
range of emotion.  Thankfully, our church is in the best shape that it has been in for a 
long time.  Sadly, our nation is doing very poorly.  On top of that, the Commonwealth 
of Virginia is moving towards following in the footsteps of the English Colony of 
Virginia in persecuting believers.  On July 1st of this year, laws go into effect that they 
hope to use to bankrupt any church or school that insists that God’s view of gender 
should prevail within the walls of our church.  They’ve come a long way in a short time.  
Not too far back, they told us we could practice our faith within the confines of our 
facilities, but we should not do so in the public square.  Now, they are following us onto 
our own property, telling us we can’t live according to God’s word here either.  While 
capable and committed believers are gearing up to fight in the courtrooms this flagrant 
violation of the state and nation’s constitutions, we should be much grieved that it has 
come to this. 
 
Grieve, but don’t lose heart!  Not only do we have beautiful examples of believers who 
victoriously endured persecution in the bible, but the history of Christianity is filled 
with them as well.  Even in the history of our own dear church!  Please take time to 
read in this newsletter the reprint of the message delivered by Pastor Garlick, who was 
pastor of Winn’s in 1901.  He recounts how our church founders were persecuted by the 
government of Virginia way back then, and yet God used them mightily.  An angry 
tyrant tried to destroy Jesus soon after His birth and failed.  Over 30 years later, 
rebellious mankind thought that efforts to destroy Him had actually succeeded, only to 
find that they failed again.  For 2000 years since, evil people did their very best to 
stamp out the light of the gospel and continue to fail.  Whatever they do, our job is to 
just keep living victory in Jesus!  Remember what He said in John16:33. “In the world 
you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer.  I have overcome the world.”  And so, 
He has. 
 
Pressing on, 
Pastor Jeff 

http://www.winnsbc.org/


 

 

HISTORY OF A VENERABLE CHURCH 
Interesting Sketch of Winn’s in Hanover, from 1776 to 1901 

Memorial Address by Rev. J. R. Garlick, D. D., the Pastor 

Delivered November 10, 1901 
 
 Rev. iii, 7, 8:  These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, 
he that openeth and no man shutteth, and shutteth and no man openeth:  I know thy works; behold I 
have set before thee an open door and no man can shut it; for thou hast a little strength, and hast 
kepth my word, and hast not denied my name.” 
  

In American history the year 1776 stands as the most notable of all years.  It was just in the 
middle of that year that the great Declaration was issued which affirmed human liberty and 
untrammeled rights of conscience – declaration such as the world had not heard before, and the 
effects of which have proved far reaching beyond the drama of the most sanguine prophets.  The 
foremost nation now on earth is that which was born on the 4th of July in that year.  Then principles 
were affirmed, and doctrines announced which startled the world. 
 But my purpose today is not to speak at length on the great national revolution, but of some 
events on a much smaller scale – obscure, and apparently unimportant, but in which the same great 
principles were involved, and to which were illustrated devotion to duty and defense of rights of 
conscience, not less hereto than those which on the larger arena were attracting the attention of the 
civilized world. 
 In the year of our Lord 1776, probably in the summer of that year – it may have been not many 
days apart from the 4th of July – possibly on that very day – a company of Christian people came to 
this spot to confer together about the organization of a church of Jesus Christ.  What would we not 
give for the record of that day’s proceedings, for the register of the names of those who that day 
entered into the sacred covenant with their divine Lord and with each other – a covenant standing 
still, renewed by their successors for 125 years.  Fortunately, through Semple’s “History of the 
Virginia Baptists: and Taylor’s “Lives of the Virginia Baptist Minister,” we have the names of the 
ministers who planted or organized the church, and brief biographies of those noble men.  
 In Virginia, nearly up to that time the church was regarded as a part of the State, and the 
ministry was supported by general taxation.  Probably the most celebrated legal trial that ever 
occurred in Hanover courthouse was what was called “the parsons’ cause.”  The clergymen of the 
Established church demanded their salaries through the State authorities, and the people, or many of 
them, resisted.  the court had decided in favor of the parsons, on the general merits of the case.  The 
remaining questions was as to the amount of damages to be awarded the parsons.  The famous Patrick 
Henry espoused the cause of the people and made the first speech he ever made in any important case 
at the bar.  The courthouse (the same old house is standing still) was densely crowded.  More than 
twenty clergymen sat before him.  His own father was the presiding justice.  Henry was a man of not 
much learning and little experience.  He began awkwardly, but soon fired up with his theme, and as 
he pleaded the cause of the people the effect was overwhelming, and the jury brought in a verdict of 
one penny damages.  The people took possession of the courthouse, and some of them took the great 
orator upon their shoulders and bore him in triumph around the yard.  This was about A. D. 1763, and 
Henry was in his twenty-seventh year. 
 This was the beginning of the end – the first successful protest against the union of the Church 
and State in Virginia.  I wish I could say that the battle has been fully won; but, strangely enough, 
even now public money raised by taxation is sometimes appropriated to church initiations.  It is an 
outrageous usurpation.  May the end fully come before long! 
 But for several years after Patrick Henry’s great triumph, preaching, except by clergymen of the 
State church, was unlawful, unless by special license.  Christian preachers outside of the Established 
church, which at that time was the Episcopalian, were liable to arrest and punishment as violators of 



 

 

the law, and often times they suffered imprisonment, and occasionally they were cruelly beaten 
because they would not desist from preaching the gospel.  The Baptist preachers were pursued and 
persecuted with special vindictiveness.  These were times that tried men’s souls, and the world has no 
greater exhibitions of the martyr spirit than was displayed by some of the early Virginia Baptists.  
Among the very earliest of them were some who were engaged in the founding of this very church.  I 
shall use much of my time in making you acquainted with the grand leaders in the great work whose 
blessed fruits we enjoy today. 
 This church (first called Chickahominy, followed in 1833 by Bethlehem, and for the past thirty-
two years called Winn’s) was planted by John Waller, Samuel Harris and James Read.  Among the 
first who ministered to the church were John Clay, Reuben Ford, and William Webber.  It would seem 
that the foremost man in the organization of this church was John Waller.  At last, he is first 
mentioned by Semple.  He was born in Spotsylvania county, Va., and in his acquired for himself the 
infamous appellation of “Swearing Jack Waller.”  He was sometimes called the “devil’s adjutant to 
muster his troops.”  He was particularly bitter against the Baptists.  He was one of the grand juries 
who presented the Lewis Craig for preaching. 

Craig and others had been indicted for preaching the gospel contrary to statue.  The 
prosecuting attorney said to the court: “May it please your worship, they cannot meet a man upon the 
road, but they must ram a text of Scripture down his throat.”  The court ordered their release, if they 
would give security no more to preach in the county within twelve months.  On their refusing, they 
were ordered to close confinement in jail.  As they passed on to the prison through the streets of 
Fredericksburg, they joined in singing the hymn – 

“Broad is the road that leads to death, 
And thousands walk together there; 
But wisdom shows a narrow path, 

With here and there a traveler.” 
 After an imprisonment of a month, they were released. 
 It was on the occasion of the conviction of Craig and his comrades that John Waller was 
convicted of sin.  Craig watched life’s opportunity and said to the jury, as they were dismissed: “I 
thank you, gentlemen of the grand jury, for the honor you have done me.  While I was wicked and 
injurious you took no notice of me, but since I have altered my course of life and endeavored to 
reform my neighbors, you concern yourselves much about me.  I shall take the spoiling of my good 
joyfully.”  By this speech and the Christlike demeanor of Mr. Craig, John Waller was powerfully 
convicted of sin. 
 Just as it was with Saul of Tarsus, who witnessed the stoning of Stephen, and “was consenting 
unto his death.”  Probably he had voted for Stephen’s execution, and had heard that wonderful prayer 
for his murderers:  “Lord, lay not this sin to their charge.” 
 Waller was baptized by James Read in the year 1767 and straight away began to preach the 
faith which before he had tried to destroy.  He was ordained June 20, 1770.  The first person he 
baptized was William Webber, who was afterward his devoted fellow-worker and fellow-prisoner.  He 
soon became a conspicuous mark for the assaults of the enemies of religion.  Just a little more than a 
year after his ordination, we hear of him and some other Baptist preachers undergoing an 
imprisonment of forty-six days in the jail of Middlesex county, fed on bread and water, and otherwise 
ill-treated, till their sickness compelled their release.  We have a letter written by him while thus 
confined.  The address of the letter is lost, but in every other respect it is perfect.  I will read this letter 
as in no other way could I give so fair an account of things in those troublesome times.  
 
Urbanna Prison, Middlesex County 
August 12, 1771 
 



 

 

 Dear Brother in the Lord – At a meeting which was held at Brother McCan’s in this county, last 
Saturday, while Brother William Webber was addressing the congregation from James ii.  18 there 
came running towards him, kin a most furious rage, Captain James Montague, a magistrate of the 
county, followed by the parson and several others, who seemed greatly exasperated.  The magistrate 
and another took hold of Brother Webber, and, dragging him from the stage, delivered him, with 
Brethren Afford, Robert Ware, Richard Faulkner, James Greenwood and myself, into custody, and 
commanded that we should be brought before him for trial.  Brother Afford was severely scourged, 
and Brother Henry Street received one lash from one of the persecutors, who was prevented from 
proceeding to further violence by his companions.  To be short, I may inform you that we were carried 
before the above mentioned magistrate, who, with the parson and some others, carried us, one by one, 
into a room and examined our pockets and wallets for firearms, etc., charging us with carrying on a 
mutiny against the authority of the land.  Finding none, we were asked if we had license to preach in 
the county; and learning we had not, it was required of us to give bond and security not to preach any 
more in this county, which we modestly refused to do, whereupon, after dismissing Brother Afford, 
with a charge to make his escape out of the county by 11 o’clock the next day, on pain of 
imprisonment, and dismissing Brother Faulkner, the rest of us were delivered to the sheriff and sent 
to close jail, with a charge not to let us walk in the air till court-day.  Blessed be God, the sheriff and 
jailer have treated us with as much kindness as could have been expected from strangers.  May the 
Lord reward them of it!  Yesterday we had a large number of people to hear us preach, and among 
others some of the great ones of the land, who behaved well, while one of us discoursed on the new 
birth.  We find the Lord gracious and kind to us beyond expression in our afflictions.  We cannot tell 
how long we shall be kept in bonds; we therefore, beseech, dear brother, that you and the church 
supplicate night and day for us, our benefactors, and our persecutors. 
 I have to inform you that six of our brethren are confined in Caroline jail – viz., Brethren Lewis 
Craig, John Burrus, John Young, Edward Herndon, James Goolrick, and Bartholomew Choning. 
 The most dreadful threatening’s are raised in the neighboring counties against the Lord’s 
faithful and humble followers. 
 (Signed) John Waller. 

Waller worked until he was worn out.  He died in his sixty-second year, having been a preacher 
thirty-seven years, and in that time had lain in four different jails 113 days, besides ‘receiving 
reproaches, buffeting, and stripes.”  It was on the death of a young man, he continued speaking until 
his strength failed, and was taken home in a carriage for the last time.  He said as to his soul he was 
under no concern; he had given that to Jesus long since, and he was under no doubt his Master would 
provide a mansion for it.  Just before his departure, he summoned all his family, black and white, 
around him, and told them he was anxious to be gone and to be present with Christ, and then warned 
them to walk in the fear of God, cordially shook hands with them all, and soon after, with a pleasant 
countenance breathed his last and fell asleep in Jesus. 

He had baptized more than 2,000 persons, assisted in the ordination of twenty-seven 
ministers, and in the constitution of eighteen churches.  Of those eighteen, our beloved church was 
one.  This is the man whose name appears first among the founders of the old Chickahominy, now 
Winn’s church. 

The second name is that of Samuel Harris.  He was a native of Hanover county, and was 
converted at the age of thirty-three years.  He had never been, like Waller, conspicuous for 
wickedness, but was a gentleman of high standing.  He was converted on hearing an earnest Gospel 
sermon, and at once left all to follow his Redeemer.  The first person he baptized was James Ireland, 
one of the most distinguished of the Baptist ministers of Virginia.  Ireland was soon in the Culpeper 
jail for the crime of preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ, while he was thus confined, some persons 
attempted to blow up the cell in which he was confined.  There was also an attempt to suffocate him 
with fumes of Self ware, and afterward to poison him:  but God took care of him.  I have seen the key 



 

 

of the old Culpeper jail in which Ireland was imprisoned.  A Baptist church was afterward built on the 
very spot where that old jail stood.  Ireland used to mark his letters, “From my palace in Culpeper.” 
 Mr. Harris was a most efficient and useful minister.  A striking incident is recorded as to how 
he rebuked a scoffing woman.  On an occasion, when there was great religious feeling and many were 
weeping and giving their experiences, a woman said: “Mr. Harris, what do you think all this weeping 
is for?  Are not all these tears like those of a crocodile?  I believe I could cry as well as any of them, if I 
chose to act the hypocrite.”  Mr. Harris drew a dollar out of his pocket and replied: “Good woman, I 
will give you this dollar for a tear, and repeat it ten times.”  But the woman shed no tears.  
 Mr. Harris was a great and good man, but persecutions were his lot.  He was once arrested as a 
disturber of the peace and accused as a vagabond, a heretic, and a mover of sedition everywhere.  
With orders not to preach in the county again in twelve months, and a threat of imprisonment, he was 
dismissed.  But being in the same county again (Culpeper) in a short time, and feeling impelled to 
speak, he arose, after having someone else preach, and said: “I partly promised the devil a few days 
past, at the courthouse, that I would not preach in this county again in the term of a year.  But the 
devil is a perfidious wretch, and covenants with him are not to be kept, and therefore I still preach.” 
 On one occasion he was pulled down from the stand and dragged about by the hair of his head.  
At another time he was knocked down while preaching.  He was a man of wonderful faith, beautiful 
humanity, and fullest consecration.  He labored till his strength failed, and then went to rest. 
 The third of the presbytery constitution our church was James Read, who for forty years was a 
devoted and successful preacher of the gospel.  He was a man with little education when he entered 
the ministry and was taught to read by his wife.  God honored him with much of his presence, and he 
baptized hundreds of converts.  After forty years’ labor, he died a triumphant death, saying that the 
angels were waiting to convey his soul to glory.  Almost identical were the words of the famous 
Andrew Broaddus.  Someone, seeing his face radiant with a smile, asked him what pleased him, and 
he answered: “The angels are instructing me how to behave myself in glory.” 
 John Waller, Samuel Harris, James Read – these were the men of God who, battle-scarred and 
“bearing in their bodies the marks of the Lord Jesus,” came to this place 125 years ago, gave Christian 
greeting to the brethren and sisters who came to meet them, heard their “Declarations of Faith,” 
recorded their covenant vows, gave them cordial recognition as a Baptist church, and bade them God-
speed in the name of Jesus Christ, their divine Lord. 
 I ask again what would we not give for the full record of that day’s proceedings, for the 
catalogue of the names of those entering into that covenant?  Who preached that day?  We do not 
know; but we are sure the heavenly choir was responsive.  Some hymns still enjoyed by God’s people 
were in use before that time.  Isaac Watts had given to the world “Am I a soldier of the cross?”  “I’m 
not ashamed to own my Lord,” “When I can read my title clear.”  Doddridge had snug, “Do not I love 
thee, O my Lord?”  Charles Wesley had cried: 

“Jesus lover of my soul, 
Let me to thy bosom fly.” 

 These had gone to join in the heavenly anthem; but their hymns have thrilled hundreds of 
thousands of hearts in the 150 years since they first sang them, and will go on to bless God’s people till 
their voices shall make the heavenly arches ring with the full and perfect Harmonies of the upper 
sanctuary.  I think some of these were sung that day.  We will know after a while. 
 We cannot tell who the singers were.  The list is not to be found here; but there is a book of life, 
from which the names are never lost.  We trust we shall find theirs and our own together in that 
immortal record. 
 But the most important part of that first day’s proceedings we have preserved to us.  The 
“Declaration of Faith” as our subsequent church books, the two copies of which (with some slight 
verbal differences) are identical, in doubtless the same affirmed that day.  I do no more important 
work today than to read solemnly this declaration.  We stand by it today in its entirety, just as it was 
adopted four generations ago.  Hera it carefully. 



 

 

 
DECLARATION OF FAITH OF WINN’S BAPTIST CHURCH, ORGANIZED A.D. 1776 

 
 “We receive the Bible, embracing the Old and New Testaments, as our only guide of faith and 
practice, and we entertain the same views of its truths, in general, as embraced by the Particular 
Baptists in the United States, and, as far as we know, throughout the world.  That is to say:  We 
learn from the Word of God that all mankind are depraved and destitute of any holy principle in 
their hearts until renewed by the grace of God; and in his depraved and sinful state they are 
condemned by the law of God and in danger of everlasting punishment.  That Jesus Christ, who is 
both God and man, died for sinners, and that all who believe in him, as they are commanded to do in 
the Word of God, shall be justified through the means of his death.  That the Holy Ghost renews the 
heart and sanctifies the souls and fits it for heaven.  That there will be a day of general judgment at 
which the righteous will be received into everlasting glory and the wicked domed to endless 
punishment.  That holiness of heart and righteousness of life are necessary for all who entertain a 
hope of heaven.  That “…baptism belongs only to those who give satisfactory evidence of faith in 
Christ.  That it is to be performed by immersion, and is designed, not as a means of grace by which 
we receive pardon, justification, and acceptance with God, but in that by which a public profession 
of faith, obedience, and piety is made.  That the Lord’s supper is intended for the social 
commemoration of the death of Christ and belongs to baptized believers in the church.” 
  
Who was the author of this” Declaration of Faith?”  We cannot know.  He passed long ago to his 
glorious reward:  but his work remains.  It is an admirable statement of doctrine, has been the 
cherished creed of four generations of Christians and stands today unchallenged, among us, as at the 
time of the first adoption.  No one of us would modify a statement or erase a word or make any 
addition 
 With this proclamation of its faith, the young church set out on its career.  It was organized 
with fifty members, many of them coming from Goochland church, which had been planted five years 
before by the same ministers.  It seems to have been the first Baptist church organized in Hanover 
county (except Black Creek, a few months earlier, and which was sometimes accredited to New Kent 
County) and was the only one reported in this county except Black Creek, in the Dover Associations 
lists in 1810. 
 Measures were soon taken to provide a house of worship, and a house (this house) was built in 
the same year, 1776.  That is to say, the larger part of it.  An addition of 40 x 12 feet was made to the 
original building in 1856, at a cost of $320.  This I find in the church record.  The original building 
was just two-thirds the size of the present and was beyond all question the first house of worship built 
by Baptists in Hanover county.  It is probably the oldest wood structure used for religious purposes in 
Virginia now standing.  It has often required repairs, and these have been promptly and lovingly 
made, and now, with a new tin roof and handsome seats recently provided, we hope it will serve 
generations following us, and the walls echo with songs of praises long after our voices shall have been 
silenced on earth. 
 The Virginia State Library granted permission to publish the print of the 1776 original 
Chickahominy Meetinghouse building shown on the following page (Photograph 060218) and a print 
of the 1910 Winn’s Church building on the page following (Photograph VCC0356). 



 

 

1776 Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1901 Church 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

AUGUST 3rd - 7th 

6:30pm - 7:30pm 

 

We are so excited to offer a family VBS this year.  Please join us with 

your parent/parents and spread out on the lawn at the pavilion.   Mrs. 

Kathy will lead us in a few of her all-time favorite past VBS songs and 

Mrs. Dana is planning a fun filled story time.    

 

We hope to see you there 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Good Morning Church, Family, & Friends: 

It has been a wild spring with so much going on that has been unprecedented, that it is hard to grasp 

the times we are in. Political weakness, racial unrest, anarchists capitalizing on the moment, our 

President standing strong, but being opposed by former generals and some current ones in the public 

square, the so-called conservative justices on Supreme court legislating from the bench alongside 

liberal, the national debt soaring past 26 TRILLION All of that on top of the fearmongering about 

Covid-19 and life not being normal with where you go and what you do. When you look at these things 

it can cause you great concern just like when Peter was on his way out to Jesus on the stormy water 

and he started to get distracted by the waves and began to sink. He learned a great lesson that applies 

to us today as well: DON’T TAKE YOUR EYES OFF JESUS! God is going to ultimately win, and we 

will be with Him in unimaginable perfection! I wish that life would be easy between then and now, but 

we are not promised that. I am not sure if this is the beginning of the end times leading up to the 

Rapture and subsequent tribulation or not. I don’t think anyone other than God could know, but we 

are in some transitional times that do not instill confidence. That being said, now more than ever we 

MUST be people of prayer. We have been so comfortable up until the last decade or so that we let that 

slide I’m afraid. We cannot afford to do that any longer. We must keep our eyes and hearts on Jesus 

and be in His Word and doing all we can to reach people for Him. Politics cannot and will not deliver 

us – we need to remember that. That doesn’t mean that you stay home and not vote – You must vote. 

It is your duty as a responsible citizen to vote. Just don’t let politics become an idol in your life.  

I have often written about becoming more self-reliant as opposed to system reliant (such as grocery 

stores, Amazon) How is that going? Have you made any progress? Write a list of goals and 

systematically pursue those goals. We were all surprised that toilet paper was in short supply in the 

spring, but have you noticed that it is still barely available in all the brands and sizes that we were 

accustom to before March? Get used to that for now. Be wise when you go to the store as well. Most 

items are limited to 1 per person. Slowly buy ahead. Gun and ammo sales have risen to the highest in 

history. There is a reason for that. Not a bad idea... I’d like to give you a heads up for what I firmly 

believe will happen this fall: no matter which candidate wins – there will be a repeat of late May 

unrest. You will need to be prepared to avoid being out if that happens. The risk for both sides is if 

either believes the election results are untrustworthy, we will have a bad situation on our hands. That 

is another reason why we need to be in the center of our Father’s will, seeking Him with all our heart. 

We must be faithful; He is always faithful! Carry on in His strength instead of your own.   

 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Doug 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

Our goal once again is to fill 3,000 shoeboxes for Samaritan’s Purse!!  
Below is a list of the items we collect all year with the totals of each item 

to date: 
 

January – Bar Soap – 1,037 
February – Sunglasses – 1,376 
March – Washcloths – 2,134 
April – Toothbrushes – 2,636 

May – Plastic Cups or Bowls – 1,384 
(no plates please) 

June – Small Cars/Toys/Balls  
July – Small Dolls/Toys/Bracelets 
August – Crayons, Pencils, Pens 

September – Small Stuffed Animal – 1,356 
October – Fill-A-Can for shipping/Cost is $9.00 per box 

November – Shoebox Partay! 
 

Please feel free to bring any items you have been collecting over the past 
several months to our outdoor services; we will have bins waiting for 

your donations! 
Thank you all so much for the support you continue to give to this 

AMAZING ministry each and every month all year long! 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

STANDING STRONG with our amazing Set Apart Middle School students!!! What a GREAT morning 

of worship celebrating Father’s Day!! These students did the planning and choosing of music for this 

special day!! So very proud of them and so very thankful for them!!! 
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