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Dear Church Family, 

 

The human body was designed to move.  All of our systems, including those that have nothing 

to do with creating motion, function better when we are active.  Adam and Eve, even before the 

fall, had responsibilities tending the garden that would keep them moving.  For most of history, 

the majority of people didn’t need to exercise intentionally, because everyday life was naturally 

filled with it.  Most of us these days have to make time to exercise, and we do, because we 

know it is good for us. 

 

Life also was intended to move.  It is a journey.  We know where we started, and we as 

believers know our ultimate destination.  Everything in between is in motion.  We call this 

change.  We tend to not like it.  When I was a boy, we played “hide and seek”.  Whoever was 

“it”, would count to a predetermined number, then shout loudly, “ready or not, here I come!”.  

The same could be said of change.  Ready or not, here it comes.  While we have some precious 

seasons where we get to camp out in a special place for a bit, there is always coming a day 

when we must break camp and move on.   

 

Some segments of the journey are fraught with peril and pain.  Others are characterized by 

happiness and joy.  The secret to making the most of whatever comes our way is to be familiar 

with the guidebook, and to have a deep relationship with the Guide!  When we walk closely 

with Him, we can invest our lives well and make the most out of every segment of our journey. 

 

Marching onward with Him, 

Pastor Jeff 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.winnsbc.org/


 

 

 
Biographical Sketches of Winn’s Baptist Church Pastors 
By:  Rev. Thomas C. Lacy, Church Historian 
  
Please forgive me for inadvertently publishing incorrect information in the January 2021 Newsletter. I noted in 
the Biographical Sketches of Winn’s Pastors: “Little was known about Rev. Dr. Benjamin Brunner,” that is until 
I received a note from Roger letting me know Rev. Burnner was his father.              
 
The double “n” in the Reverend’s name didn’t connect with the single “n” in Roger’s last name. Roger pointed 
out to me that many try it put a “d” in his first name. 
 
So that I would not print another error, I’ve asked Roger to write the following sketch on his father. Here are 
his remembrances in his own words.  

  
Rev. Dr. Benjamin Bruner, 1986 by Roger Bruner 
  
 I've attached a very lengthy and detailed write-up about my father. I don't really know much about his time at 
Winn's, but I've included enough otherwise for you to pick and choose whatever you think should be included 
in the newsletter. The Bruner, Manly, and Gwathmey relations have a lengthy connection to Southern Baptist 
life. And to the Confederacy as well. I think you'll find it interesting. 
 
Thank you for letting me fill you--and consequently the church--in on some of what has been unknown about 
Ben Bruner. I really enjoyed compiling this information.  Benjamin Bruner would have a cow at being referred 
to as “Rev. Bruner.” In spite of its popular usage otherwise, he insisted that “Reverend” should only be used as 
an adjective—as in “the Reverend Mr. So-and-So.” He preferred being addressed as Dr. Bruner, taking 
advantage of the JD (Doctor of Jurisprudence) degree he’d received from the law school of the College of 
William & Mary many years after graduation; the college determined that law students from Dr. Bruner’s era 
had earned the equivalent of a doctorate.        
 
Dr. Bruner met his wife, Virginia, at William & Mary; she accused him of showing off on their dates by eating 
such huge bowls of ice cream. He practiced with Lawyers Title Insurance Corporation for a time both in 
Richmond and Roanoke before sensing God’s call to the ministry. 
 
Ben Bruner came from a long line of Baptists. His father was a pastor. 
His grandmother, Abby Manly Gwathmey, became one of the early presidents of the Woman’s Missionary 
Union (WMU). Two of her children, Dr. Bruner’s mother, and her twin sister, attended the WMU founding 
meeting. 
 
The twins’ father, W.H. Gwathmey, served a number of years as secretary of what was then the Foreign Mission 
Board. The “man” in Southern Baptists’ “Broadman” (now “Lifeway”) stood for Basil Manly, the respected 
ancestor who prayed the inaugural prayer for Jefferson Davis. 
Dr. Bruner served churches in Hollywood, Florida (the Bruners adopted their only child, Roger, there); 
Farmville, Virginia; Durham, North Carolina; Norfolk, Virginia; and Cumberland, Maryland. Although born in 
Richmond, Dr. Bruner didn’t live there as an adult until he retired in 1976 and moved into the house he and his 
wife affectionately referred to as the “Doll House,” a tiny house he’d inherited from his aunt. 
 
In retirement he served as interim pastor at several Richmond area churches, including Winn’s Baptist Church 
in 1986. He and Mrs. Bruner had a deep attachment to Richmond’s First Baptist Church, where they 
maintained their membership and were as active as time permitted. Mrs. Bruner’s participation both there and 
at Winn’s was greatly limited by poor health. 
 
Dr. Bruner was a dedicated Bible student and spent countless hours in his home study preparing for two 
worship services each Sunday and a detailed Bible study on Wednesday nights. He enjoyed singing in a 
community chorus and fought back pressures to use his quite-limited piano skills at the churches he served.  
He was well-loved. 



 

 

 

Good Morning Church, Family, & Friends: 

 
Wow! It sure is nice to be back in church after being snowed out a couple weeks. When we are not 
here, I sure do miss y’all. It looks like warmer weather is just around the corner which is nice as well. 
It hasn’t been a bad winter thankfully, at least here. But did you hear about Texas recently? The jet 
stream dipped and brought them multiple inches of snow, then tremendous ice, followed by subzero 
temps! Many people DIED as a result. They simply aren’t equipped for those low temps. The 
electricity failed which resulted in no heat. They don’t have cold weather clothing for subzero temps. 
(we don’t really either, keep that in mind). The grocery stores ran out of food and water. Trucks 
couldn’t get in due to the ice. The charge per kilowatt hour went to $9!!! For the few that did have 
power (it’s around 11 cents here). Power bills up to $17,000 for customers. That’s insane! Their grid 
was minutes away from permanent catastrophic failure that wouldn’t be repairable until late spring or 
early summer! There is a boil notice because the water from their taps is contaminated due to the lack 
of electricity at the treatment plants.  
 
Why am I telling you this? A few reasons: 1.) We need to pray for them. We need to pray for Churches 
to step up in the area and be the light of Jesus to their communities. 2.) We personally need to see 
what we can do to help. 3.) We need to take this as a learning experience so if we encounter a similar 
situation – we won’t be caught dead in the water like they were. 
 
It is very important to have some stored water and food for everyday emergencies, but what if that ice 
storm a couple weeks ago hit us with what Texas got? What if you lived in Petersburg and below 
where they just recently got their power back on after that same storm? What if you didn’t have a 
secondary way to heat your house? What if your pipes burst? Do you know how to turn off your water 
meter? Do you have the tool required to do so? What if trucks couldn’t deliver supplies – you’d be on 
your own with what you had on hand. How long would that last? Would you freeze to death? Would 
you have anything to eat?  
 
Do you have sleeping bags rated to 20 below zero or at least to zero? Sleeping bag ratings are slightly 
deceptive. A 40-degree rated bag will only keep you from freezing to death down to 40, but it stops 
keeping your warm around 55. Keep that in mind. Blankets are essential. Think multi-layered 
approach here. The dead air sandwiched between multiple layers traps warmth in much better than 
just 1 heavy blanket. Wool is the only fiber that will still provide any vestige of warming properties 
when wet, all others will suck heat right out of you. If you are dry the others are fine though. Keep in 
mind that synthetic fibers melt rather than burn. Wool doesn’t, cotton doesn’t. if you are near an open 
fire source – NEVER use polyester, nylon, etc. if it ignites it will be like molten lava on your skin and 
cling to you. Burns = infections later which can be life threatening. You will need a good base layer of 
clothing on under your clothes for a layered approach when you’re not in a sleeping bag. They make 
Merino wool thermals which I personally suggest. Merino wool is NOT itchy (thankfully). They also 
make under armor base layers that are synthetic – this is ok as it is against you and not exposed to 
flame. You will need get insulated gloves or better yet mittens. The separation between the fingers in 
gloves isolate each finger, depriving them from shared warmth. The solution is insulated mittens. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
You will need a backup means of heating your home without electricity. There are fireplaces, but 
about 90% of the heat goes up the chimney. A fireplace with an insert is best, but most require some 
electricity to keep them from overheating and to power the fan for circulation. A generator can satisfy 
that, but you will want a small quiet one like a Honda EU2200i (around $1100). You MUST ALWAYS 
PLACE GENERATORS OUTSIDE WHEN RUNNING, with windows and doorways closed in between 
or you will go to sleep and not wake up from carbon monoxide poisoning. This particular generator is 
as quiet as a conversation and has a 1-gallon fuel capacity which at ¼ load will last an astounding 8 
hours! You can also get an auxiliary gas tank that will siphon in gas as it is used to extend refills to 
every 3 days. Boat gas tanks work for this very well. You will need to store preferably non-ethanol fuel 
treated with Sta-bil. You can get non-ethanol fuel if you search for it. I know the Wawa on W. Broad 
near 288 has it at its outer pumps. Stabil can be bought online or Home Depot. It will require 
seasoned hardwoods to have a safe fire (oak, hickory, cherry, etc.) softwoods are not acceptable to 
burn and are “sappy” (pine) and don’t burn long as well as leave dangerous residue behind called 
creosote which can build up and ignite, causing a chimney fire which most likely will destroy your 
home. 
 
Or you could depend on propane. Mr. Heater My Buddy & Big Buddy heaters run on 1 lb. propane 
tanks but can be converted to use the grill sized 20 lb. tanks with an adapter, hose, and fuel filter. 
Those can be bought at Tractor Supply or online. The Big Buddy has 3 setting: 4,000 BTUs, 9,000 
BTUs, & 18,000 BTUs. On low a 20 lb. tank can last over a week! Get a couple at least. YOU MUST 
USE A FUEL FILTER, or the heater will eventually clog and thus will eventually fail. These heaters are 
rated safe for indoor use but do your own research and it is always wise to have TWO carbon 
monoxide detectors running to ensure your safety. These are similar to smoke detectors but sound 
when CO is present so it can wake you up or make you aware. CO is odorless, tasteless, and invisible, 
so you MUST have these just to make sure you’re covered. 
 
There are other ways to stay warm, but these are the safest and easiest ways that I am aware of. Keep 
Texas in prayer. Prepare yourselves to weather the storm so you can help others and not be dependent 
on outside help or be at the mercy of a very dangerous situation.  
 
 
Grace & Peace, 
Pastor Doug 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

Sunshine & Lemonade 
                              Staying Positive in a Negative World 

 

 

Women’s Ministry 
 
 

Spring is just around the corner and what better way to welcome the refreshing new season 

together.  Mark your calendars for Thursday, March 18th for a night of… 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We hope to brighten your week with a picnic themed dinner, devotions, canned food drive, 

and the secret sister reveal.  All ladies are welcome, 18 and older.  (Even if you did not 

participate in the secret sister ministry please join us.) 

 

When: Thursday, March 18th 

Where:  Winn’s Fellowship Hall 

Time: 6:30pm 

Bring: Picnic-style side dish or dessert (fried chicken will be provided) 

 Canned goods to support a local non-profit 

 

Sign up at the Welcome Center and grab a flyer with all the information. 

…Count it all joy… James 1:2 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Blessings from the Music Ministry…. 
 

 Our Set Apart Student Worship Team visited some of our favorite people 
during the month of February!  We took our music on the road to see Mr. & 
Mrs. Gibson, Mr. & Mrs. Moore, Mrs. Toombs (my momma) and her neighbor; 
IT! WAS! AMAZING!!!!  Below are some pictures of ALL the many blessings 
Set Apart and our dear friends experienced!  We have many more to visit and 
cannot wait to see each one!!  So very grateful for this special team and for 
our church!!  God is good!! 
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